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October 20, 2021 


100° Anniversary of WRNC 


Celebrating the WRNC's 
Centennial Anniversary 


| became curious as to: 
> How it was founded? 


> What makes ita 
somewnat unique 
club’? 
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Known for their Counter Stamps 





New 


Members 


1967 10 Centavos Coin 
Struck by 
Robert McNamara - 1971 
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Early, but Confusion on ANA Membership 


AM ERC AWN 


NUMISMATIC - 


Western Reserve Numismatic Club 


Member ID: 1000003. Member Since: 2/1/1922 
Seah 1 3 Valid Thru: 





The Club holds Branch Membership #100003 (#8) with a 
starting date of February 1, 1922. 


The WRNC obtained their A.N.A. Life Membership #32 in 1930 
(Numismatist, January 1931). 


Why two ANA #'s for the WRNC? 
Who was ANA Branch Club #17 
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CONFUSED HISTORY OF THE START 
OF THE WRNC CLUB 


Two distinct versions of the formation of the WRNC exist in the 1938 vs 1941/1946 Constitution 
and By-Laws Preambles: 


1938 Version: 


“Wednesday, November 9, 1921, six men gathered at Webber's Restaurant for dinner and 
organized the Western Reserve Numismatic Club. Moses Marcuson was elected 
president; Wallace Cathcart, vice president, and Charles Fisher, secretary-treasurer. Chief 
credit for the establishment of the club should go to Mr. Fisher, for it was mainly through his 
efforts that the group was brought together. 


The following members joined the club during its first year and became charter members: 
Moses Marcuson, Wallace Cathcart, Charles Fisher, Fred Joers, Steve Porubsky, James 
Novak, Frank Shumway, Charles Bickford, Thomas Isitt, P. C. Clarke, Isaac Bartlett, 
Harley L. Freeman, W. A. Titus, G. L. Smith, H. S. Duboy, Arthur Weigel, Dr. A. L. Gregg, 
George H. Blake and B. Max Mehl. 
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CONFUSED HISTORY OF THE START 
OF THE WRNC CLUB - Cont. 


1941/1946 Version: 


“The seed that resulted in the formation of the Western Reserve Numismatic Club was 
planted in the fall of 1921 when Charles H. Fisher exhibited several frames of coins in the 
Rockefeller Building upon the occasion of the consolidation of two Cleveland banks. 


Moses Marcusson, a pioneer numismatist, saw this display, and on his way home from 
work called on his friend. Frederick T. Joers, a collector of fractional currency, who was 
employed at Weber's Restaurant. At the suggestion of Mr. Joers, Mr. Marcusson called 
upon Mr. Fisher. The question of forming a coin club was discussed and Mr. Fisher 
furnished the names of three other numismatists whom he believed would be interested in 
joining such a club. 


A list of members in the Western Reserve was obtained from the American Numismatic 
Association. As a result of correspondence with these, six collectors held a meeting at 
Weber's Restaurant on the evening of Wednesday November 9, 1921. Present at the 
meeting were: Wallace H. Cathcart, Curator of Western Reserve Historical Society, Moses 
Marcusson, Frederick T. Joers, Stephen Porubsky, James Novak and Charles H. Fisher. . 
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History — Reality — 12/12/1941 Letter to 
Club from Disgruntled Mr. Fisher 


TT 1) 


Referring to the 1941 brochure, may | quote: “The seed that resulted in the 
formation of the Western Reserve Numismatic Club was planted in the fall of 
1921 when Charles H. Fisher exhibited several frames of coins in the 
Rockefeller Building upon the occasion of the consolidation of two Cleveland 
banks. This is a mistake and is due to the second premise of not knowing the 
facts. 


lf one of the members care to contact Mr. Robert Izant of the Central National 
Bank he will find that the consolidation of the Central National Bank and 
Superior Savings and Trust Company took place in January 1st of 1921 and 
not in the fall of that year as is stated in the first paragraph of this publication 
and that the exhibit referred to was not made in the fall of 1921 but late in the 
year of 1920. 


It is true that Mr. Marcusson called to see me in the fall of 1921, but by that 
time, the entire structure and plan of the Western Reserve Numismatic Club 
had been all laid out. During the previous year the speak had visited Mr. 
Harry Yawger (subsequently a president of the National Society) as to advice 
on forming a coin club in Cleveland. This was long before | had met either Mr. 
Joers or Mr. Marcusson, and | had had considerable correspondence with Mr. 
Frank Duffield, Editor of the “Numismatist.” Page 7 


History — Reality — 12/12/1941 Letter to 
Club from Disgruntled Mr. Fisher 


“May | make reference to an article in the “Numismatist’ of 1921, which is headed 
“A New Local Numismatic Club”: ---"All the present members of the club are also 
members of the A.N.A. Mr. Marcuson, who was chosen president, is well Known 
among collectors for his charming personality, his intense interest in the subject 
and for his never failing attendance at the A.N.A. conventions. The Secretary and 
Treasurer, Mr. Charles H. Fisher, is not so well known, but is described as being a 
‘live wire. The Editor's correspondence with him during the past year convinces 
him that the term is a fitting one.” | particularly address your attention to the last 
sentence as | had for a year prior to the forming of the club been in 
correspondence with Mr. Duffield relative to organizing a club in Cleveland and 
was told that it had been tried on many occasions but without success. 


Personally, | do not care who organized this club, and it doesnt make any 
difference, but to have so many people ask me for the facts and having the club 
publish two different articles as to its origination, | feel | am duty bound to defend 
myself and the friends of mine who are so interested in this organization. If any 
member cares to take the trouble to interview Mr. Cathcart, | think he will find many 
things to substantiate the above statements, and | repeat, | have no beef with 
anyone here, but simply desire to present to the younger members of this 
organization the facts on how the club came into being.” 


Page 8 


History — Reality — 12/12/1941 Letter to 
Club from Disgruntled Mr. Fisher 


“One fact | have mentioned and refer it to you, making no claim as to who was the founder of 
this club. But neither Mr. Marcusson or Mr. Joers had anything to do with the original work of 
organizing this club.” 


Thus, it is clear: 


> The formation of the club occurred as the result of a year-long effort by 
Mr. Charles H. Fisher, in consultation with Mr. Frank Duffield, Editor of 
the “Numismatist, to form a club in Cleveland. 


> By the time the WRNC met on November 9, 1921 for the first time, the 
Club had been organized and officers selected. 


> Even in the 1946 By-Laws, the WRNC ignored Mr. Fisher's version of 
the club history. 


It is noteworthy that by late 1941, Mr. Fisher was quite frustrated with the 
WRNC when he stated in part: 


“The Western Reserve Numismatic Club reached its Zenith in the year Charles Bickford 
[1929-1931] was president and at that time it was held among one of the five best 


organizations in the A.N.A. Does it occupy that position today? No one here can answer in 
the affirmative, and at every convention you go to you are greeted with the question, ‘What's 


I. 99 


wrong with the Cleveland Club’. Page 9 


some Fun Facts About its History 


The first meeting of the WRNC occurred on Wednesday, 
November 9, 1921 at Weber’s restaurant in downtown Cleveland. 


The meeting likely occurred at Weber’s since one of the founding 
members, Frederick T. Joers, was employed at Weber's Restaurant. 


Moses Marcuson, its first President, with six members. Note that 
Mr. Marcuson’s name ts often misspelled with an extra “s” in the 
literature (i.e., Marcusson). His gravestone only used one “s.” 


The name Western Reserve Numismatic Club likely came from the 
fact that one of the founding members, Wallace H. Cathcart, who 
was the Curator of Western Reserve Historical Society. 


The WRNC became a branch member of A.N.A. February 1, 1922 
and a life member in 1930. This life membership was offered by 
the A.N.A. President at the time and was well before A.N.A. offered 


clubs life memberships. 
age 10 


Presidents of WRN 


* PAST PRESIDENTS» © PAST PRESIDENTS. 


he i. gt 
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AMBROSE P. SPENCER 
1934-1937 


MOSES MARCUSSON WALLACE CATHCART 
1921-1924 1924-1927 





HARLEY FREEMAN CHARLES BICKFORD DR. Y. A. SARGIS JOSEPH F. SAWICKI 
1927-1929 1929-1931 1937-1939 1939-1941 





WILLIAM M. JACKA JOHN W. GREGOR 
1950-1951 1952-1953 





FREDERICK A. MALLON 
1942-1943 





Moses Marcuson 





RUSSEL L. POXON ROBERT T. McNAMARA 
1954-1955 1956-1957 





HOWARD J. LAW FRED N. HAHLEN 
1946-1947 1948-1949 
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some Interesting Facts Moses Marcuson 


> Mr. Marcuson had three wives (Rachel, Wilma, and Bertha) being 
married in 1884, 1889, and on June 30, 1894. 
Overall, Mr. Marcuson had six children. He had a daughter, Ruth 
(DOB: 1884) from his first wife, two children (Dora — 1891 and 
Edward — 1893) from his second wife, and three children from his 
third wife (William — 1895, Henry — 1897 and Clarence — 1900). 
He was divorced from his first wife; his second wife appears to 
have died bearing their second child, Edward, and his third wife 
survived him until 1971. 


> Mr. Marcuson address was listed as 1913 E 82nd St., Cleveland, 
Ohio in the ANA directory (The Numismatist, May 1923, pg. 25). 
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Some Fun Facts Moses Marcuson 


> Mr. Marcuson became of member of ANA on October 15, 1918 (The 
Numismatist, 1918, Vol. 31, pg. 448). He was also member of the 
Chicago Coin Club — Member 256 (Chicago, 1969). 


> Mr. Marcuson died on either September 13, 1924 or September 19, 


1924. Thus, he was 65 years old when he founded the WRNC and 
passed away less than three years after forming the club. 


> He passed away about a month after the 1924 ANA annual 
convention meeting at the Hollenden Hotel from August 23-28, 
1924. 


Thus, Mr. Marcusson was clearly influential in getting the ANA 
convention hosted in Cleveland, OH for the first time. 
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Some Fun Facts Moses Marcuson 


> This led to three other ANA annual conventions hosted (in part) by 
the WRNC: 


i) The next one was 10 years later at the Carter Hotel in Cleveland, 
OH from August 18-23, 1934; 

iil) Followed by the 1954 ANA annual convention held at the Carter 
Hotel in Cleveland, OH from August 17-21, 1954, and; 


ili) Finally the 1964 ANA annual convention held at the Sheraton- 
Cleveland Hotel in Cleveland, OH from August 19-22, 1964. 


> His collection was quite extensive and was described by B. Max 
Mehl as “One of the Most Interesting Collections (rare coins, medals, 
tokens, and currency of the World) in Recent Years.” 
On the U.S. side, it consisted of most silver coinage (except 1804 $1, 
1796 & 1797 50¢ and 1796 & 1804 25¢), lots of gold, pioneer gold, 
and copper 1¢ and ‘2¢. 
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Moses Marcuson -— His Collection 


> In announcing the sale in The Numismatist, B. Max Mehl ever the 
marketer wrote: 


“The late M. Marcuson, Cleveland, Ohio, has placed with me 
the fine and valuable numismatic collection formed by the late 
Mr. Marcuson to be sold at auction without reserve. Another 
evidence of the superiority of Mehl Auction Service. This fine 
collection is general in its scope and Mr. Marcuson spent 
some forty years or more in bringing it together.” 


> The auction included a set of rare Kirkland, Ohio bank notes 
issued by the Mormons and signed by Joseph Smith and Joe 
Lukas. These appear to have been purchased by past WRNC 
President and club member Joseph Sawicki. 
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Moses Marcuson — His Collection 


The sale consisted of 1,008 lots excluding 46 numismatic book 
lots. The total auction value was $5,194.40 which is $75,058 in 
2018 dollars. Of the total, ~80% was U.S. material, ~15% was 
foreign material and ~5% was ancient material. 


The top five items to sell in terms of value were: 


i) an 1876 Proof $3 Gold piece for $250; 
ii) an1838 Gobrecht silver dollar for $231; 
iii) an1794 silver dollar for $165; 

iv) an 1879 $4 gold Stella for $105 and 

v) an 1839 Gobrecht silver dollar for $90! 
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Counter Stamps — Cleveland Commems. 
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One hundred (100) were produced, after which the dies were destroyed. 


At that time, the Secret Service considered the practice of defacing coins to be an illegal 
activity, and requested the Club to contact its members to turn in the counter-stamped coins. 


It is estimated that 70 to 75 of the 100 coins were turned in, leaving 25 to 30, or a few more, 
for today's collectors. 


Spink & Sons, Ltd. Offered one of these counter-stamps for sale for $50 in February 1946 
(Numismatist, 1946, pg. 222). Arecent sale of 1941 counter-stamp was $1,500. 
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Counter Stamps — June 13, 1964 Letter 
nena a ia, 


MEETS SECOND WEDNESDAY OF EVERY MONTH 


STATLER HILTON CLEVELAND, OHIO ; 
JUNE ,13 ,1964 1941 = 20th 
Q.S.LEONG 
DEAR SIR: 
G a 
FORE REPLYSWO. TO YOUR Ou TRY. a ee : An hive rsary 
IT WAS IN 1941 THAT THE WESTERN RESERVE : 

NUMISMATIC CLUB CELEBRATED IT'S TWENTY-FIRST 
BIRTHDAY. WHAT BETTER WAY THAN TO HAVE A MEDAL ae lad MI en 


STRUCK TO COMMEMORATE THE EVENT.AFTER TALKING IT 
OVER,I SUGGESTED THAT AS LONG AS OUR CLUB EMBLEM 
FEATURED HOSES CLEVELAND,WHY NOT COUNTERSTAMP OUR 
EMBLEM ON THE 1936 CLEVELAND HALF DOLLAR (COMMEM,) 
THE BASTION BROS OF BUFFALO MADE THE DIES FOR US. 
THE CLUB BOUGHT 100 CLEVELAND HALVES AT NOT MUCH 
MORE THAN $1.00 EACH. THESE WERE COUN TERSTAMPED 

~ AND SOLD TO THE MEMBERS AT $2.00 EACH.THERE BEING 
A SMALL NUMBER UNSOLD,OUR SECRETARY PUT AN ADD IN 
THE NUMISMATIST TO SEEL THE REMAINDER.THIS CAUSED 
OTHER COIN CLUBS TO WRITE TO THE TREASURY DEPT. 
ASKING PERMISSION TO COUNTERSTAMP COINS FOR THEIR 
OWN CLUBS.THE TREASURY DEPT SAID THAT NO ONE HAD 
PERMISSION TO COUNTERSTAMP US MONEY. SO THEY 
POUNCED ON OUR POOR SECRETARY AND MADE HIM BUY 
BACK ALL THAT HE COULD, THEY CONFISCATED THE DIES 
AND ALL THE COINS THAT HE WAS ABLE TO GET BACK. 
I BELIEVE THAT NOT MORE THAT 25 TO 30 ARE STILL 
IN EXISTANCE. 


AT AN AUCTION A FEW YEARS AGO, THE 
TREASURY MAN CONFISCATED ONE THAT WAS UP FOR AUCT- 
ION. I DONT THINK THEY HAVE THAT RIGHT. WE CLUB 
MEMBERS HAD AN AGREEMENT WITH THE "T" MEN, THAT 
THOSE WHO STILL HAD ONE WOULD BE ABLE TO KEEP IT. 
I KNOW ONE OR MORE OF THEM GOT TO HAWAII. SO THE 


ONE YOU TALK ABOUT MADE BE IT. ONE OF OUR DEALERS 
IN OUR TOWN HAS OFFERED $75.00 FOR ONE, SO WITH 
THAT RARITY IT SHOULD BE WORTH MORE, SOME TIMES 
I WONDER IF THE "T" MEN MAY HAVE KEPT THESE AND 


ARE NOW LETTING THEM GO,INSTEDA MELTING THEM. 
NOW YOU HAVE A COMPLETE HISTORY © iis GOL. 


YOURS TRULY 





Counter Stamps — Cleveland Commems. 
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1971 — 50% 


Anniversary 





Only 12 to 13 produced by Robert McNamara (of Heraldic Art Medals fame). 
These are true rarities today. 


The price of this coin in sales has been ~$2,500. 
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Counter Stamps — 1971 Cleveland Comm. — Rare 


In-depth look, U.S. commemoratives 





Special handling given 200 Clevelan 


tion commemorative 


are the words ¢ UN 
OF AMERICA « with « « * MOSES 
CLEAVELAND parallel to, and 
below STATES OF AMERICA. In 
the field at the left is LIBERTY. 


Lakes. Nine five-pointed stars pin- 
point the cities of Duluth, 
Milwaukee, Chicago, Toledo, 
Detroit, Cleveland, Buffalo, 
Toronto and Rochester with one 
leg of a navigator’s compass 
pointing to the largest star, 


200 coins that were struck 
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Cleveland Centennial-Great Lakes Expositios Commemorative balf 
dollars were struck at the Philadelphia Mist and all were dated 1996 
though half were struck in 1937. Arrows indicate first points of wear. 


On the back of these rare 
numbered holders is pasted the 
much sought alter, official 
documentation which states the 
number of the coin enclosed, the 
signature of a notary peblic, his 
notarial seal and the signature 
the treasurer, Thornas G. Melish. 

These holders, along with an ac- 
companying letter, were mailed to 

individeals and some 
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pieces, in a holder having spaces 
for two coins 

At the Exposition, the com- 
memorative was issued in the 
same holder but without the 


WOURVE 3500 MROOMSES 2800 eas ae 
1007 F 1900 THTAUSS 1300 i908SvG rr) hee an 
WiePmetvVS 1300 MS mo fF 1700 yg ne 
17 MS6-00 «7000 WRESHFAU 32H gr ve. US wecrove 1$.00 
1s a, a = gt - W3SVF+. 9H ye, 17.00 
“we. no 16 SHIELD en a 
1MS8O 9500 IRDSAUSS O89 = =—NICKELS gies) tga 
WSIAUSS 000 TREOF 5% see owe SS Ae VE 1295 
5.00. 0 uses OO 1855 EVE Ug 
1S4MS45 | 195.0 190 yoouses 00 m it 
INDIAN =the . M4 Fe “4 wUSeoe NS 
CENTS MSS 1955 W500. UST VES «1185 
WEDAUSS 3000 ypcg xe ” 
1857 F pm 1RSOAUSO 1195 egy S800 smo SE 3% 
ESL. 1050  AGSS ssoo)606U V NICKELS 1083-S F 
i" 20 1REO 465 1903 NC ~ oo 
000 THIOAUS 119 = ayss 1995 yegas 6 
Wee LL Ve om 6 AUSS Mo we 2% 985 
1 1 
LtADdS” srsge TOUISIF 2695 Saar moctes 1950 Bh a | 
ieee ao MS 2095 pep Prect6O 9500 ieegsye 2700 
10 vF 495 MSGS .. GO jep7S40 . 4900 ye, 00 
tht VF 1695 SUMS. 14% SO ys 6% 
106 F 4% "955 Devtie De 1en9 F 1% rank | 1485 
Wi te Spaces mae Om wtekie ae 
Th ra) ns ge NT TB pe AY 
17VG ... 1295 1OTMS-65 8500 serceve, 1495 
mano A A WZAUSS OD wed. p5.00 
1a ns IPSC. MO spree 19.95 
18706 1495 MGI... 2185 4.00 
4G Pe Ww) wo wee 120 
173 F 1375, “HZNE 000 tsi ie 
va St MO NICKELS = ‘ERO fhe) 
WG... 799 T7VALSS WT) 1 7 has 
A AS yest (Rare) 
MOOXF.... 82 JeNICKEL ~ 19% woes | see 
HORNE O23 apes ay ADS... 1400 1843 VE 1095 
ware nag. 8S NO 8... US 
er ae eee 6.00 1MXF 1995 
uses. 24s ZBI wom MEE TY Ts SUSE. 12508 
(7) ce mm = vor ae wut OES VF ms 


COIN WORLD 





25,015 pieces was struck at the 
Heme Mist in February 
1 


Under the coinage laws of the 
United States, the coins must bear 
the date of the year in which they 
were struck. However, the Act 
which created the 
Cleveland-Great Lakes com- 
memorative, Public Law 552, 
approved by the 74th Congress on 
May 5, 1936, required that the en- 
tire issue be dated 1936. The result 
is one date and one type of issue, a 
total mintage of $0,090 coins with 
the odd 30 coins having been 
reserved for the Assay Com- 
mission 

Ip 181 the Western Reserve 
Numismatic Club of Cleveland 
celebrated it 20th anniversary 
During this event 100 of the 
Cleveland commemoratives were 
counterstamped with an obverse 
die having a portrait of Moses 
Cleaveland, the club name, the 
date 1921 and the words 
CLEVELAND, OHIO. The reverse 
die used for the counterstamp 
bears the inscription 20th 


x Please turn to page 56 
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COIN WORLD Wednesday, May 26, 1976 Page 54 








The Western Reserve Numismatic Club, 





= — 


Cleveland, Obio, counter- 


stamped 100 of the Cleveland commemoratives for their 20th anniver- 
sary fa 17 (top photos) and 13 for the $éth anniversary in 1971 (lower 
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Counter Stamps — Cleveland Commems. 


1996 — 75% 
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Only 21 to 26 produced, including one reverse die rotation. 


All of these were issued in a blue velvet presentation box with the Club logo imprinted on the 
inside cover. Most of these would grade MS-63 to MS-65, as many had been broken out of 
NGC & PCGS holders. 


The price of this coin in sales has been ~$750. 


Page 21 


Counter Stamps — Others 





1996 WRNC Counter-stamped Coin — 1921 Morgan Dollar - 
Obverse and Reverse 





4996 WRNC Counter-stamped 1971 S Proof Ike Coin Celebrating WRNC’s 75" 
Anniversary Consecutive Meeting - Obverse and Reverse 
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Counter Stamps — Others 





2004 WRNC Stamped Medal Celebrating 
1,000" Consecutive Meeting - Obverse and Reverse — Struck by SilverTowne 
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| 2004 WRNC Stamped Medal Casting 
1,000 Consecutive Meeting - Obverse and Reverse Page 23 


Counter Stamps — Others 








WRNC Counter-stamped Coin — 1996 Silver Eagle - WRNC Counter-stamped Coin — 2001 Silver Eagle - 
Obverse and Reverse Obverse and Reverse 





WRNC Counter-stamped Coin — 2006 Silver Eagle - WRNC Counter-stamped Coin — 2011 Silver Eagle - 
Obverse and Reverse Obverse and Reverse 


Plus one in 2016 
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Counter Stamps — Others 





1971 WRNC Counter-stamped Coin on New Jersey Colonial Coin 
This New Jersey Colonial was counter-stamped by Ron Landis’ Gallery Mint in Arkansas 


(using Robert McNamara’s Old Heraldic Art Medal Press |and is quite rare, being the only 
Colonial counter-stamped. 
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THANK YOU! 


ANY QUESTIONS? 
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